PREFACE.

SAMUEL SEWALL, sometime business man, coun-
cillor, judge, and always Puritan, began his Diary
with an entry, Dec. 3, 1673, as to what he lectured
on, that day to the students of Harvard College, he
himself having been there graduated in 1671. The
last entry is Oct. 13, 1729. By a coincidence, signif-
icant enough to any student of this Diary, it ends
with negotiations for a Puritan marriage match:
"Judge Davenport comes to me, between ten and
eleven o'clock in the morning, and speaks to me on
behalf of Mr. Addington Davenport, his eldest son,
that he might have liberty to wait upon Jane Hirst,
now at my house, in the way of courtship. He told
me he would deal'by him as his eldest son, and more
than so. Intended to build a house where his uncle
Addington dwelt, for him; and that he should have
his pue in the old meeting house. I gave him my
hand at his going away and acknowledged his re-
spect to me and granted his desire. He said Madam
Addington would wait upon me. ... I informed
his Honor, the Lieut. Governor of what Mr. Daven-
port had been about. His Honor approved of it
much. Commended the young man, and reckoned
it a very good match."